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2 or by Grace are ye ſaved, e | 


Faith; and that not of yourſelves 3 ; 
it is ; the oy of GO D. = 


and Friends, 


you 


O U are often, my Devr Drethren 
hearing of the Duties 
of a Religious Life: And it can- 
de not but be a Pleaſure to every faith- 
5 ful Miniſter of Chriſt to obſerve, how willing, 
nay, how glad you are to hear of them; and 
with Reſpect to many of you, how ready 
B 


On — — : nw 


- "Hokies by Grace 5 Sex. 1. 


you are to praftiſe them. But I am now = Se 

coming to you with a renewed Admonitin Me 

on another Head, which is always to bee 

taken in Connection with the former; and Mi Lag 

which, I perſuade myſelf, will in that Vie x ir 

be welcome to you all. I am to inculcate it 7 

upon you, that when you have done your ut. 5 

most, how much ſoever that be, you h mn 

ſtill /ay, that you are unprofitable Servants a; - i 

and endeavour to maintain a deep Senſe ot — 

it upon your Hearts, that, as the Apoſtle „ upc 

a admoniſhes the Believing Epheſians in the 47 
Words of the Text, By Grace ye are 7 1 

| 5 through Faith; and that not of e pe! 
15 The oe of GOD. p 


2: Tus Apoſtle, in his ATE we Diſcourſe, 
Lt, ſpeaks of the happy Change which the Goſpel —_ 
| had made in the Szate of theſe poor Heathens. Arg 
| He freely acknowledges on this Occafion, JT the 
| that the Jews were likewiſe in a very iad ˙B˙ 
State, and if not entirely ſunk into the ſame -- 
* Enormities, yet ere oy Nature Children „ M-- ; 
- Wrath, even as others b. So that on the Ml ;. 
whole, both were, (as it might be expreſſed 5 
dd i eaſy and very. proper Figure,) dead in 
lo  Treſpaſſes and Sin, ©, indiſpoſed for any RRC Þ 
3 Hlgious Senſations and Actions, and far more 45 p 
o odious to  Gop, than a putrid Carcaſe is to „ 
| es M en. „4 
: 
( 


5 Luke xvli. 19, 9 Fob. It, Jo * 25 I, 5. | 
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GER: 1. = "the Doctrine 1 the Che. 3 . 
Men. But he adds, that GOD by his Grace 


ad ſaved them; that his unmerited Goodneſs 


SF had begun their Salvation, and having thus 
far carried it on, would undoubtedly com- 
I pleat it: And that he might impreſs their 

Minds the more deeply with it, he repeats 


it again, By Grace ye are ſaved. So much 


was the Apoſtle Paul concerned to inculcate 
4 Doctrine, which ſome are ready to look 
upon as umeceſary, and others perhaps as 
1 dangerous. But the Apoſtles Authority is 
1 2bundantly enough to outweigh all that can 
be laid in the oppoſite Scale. And it will ap- 
1 pear from what I have further to offer, that 
if it had not in this View ſo direct a dane 
1 tion from his expreſs Teſtimony, the Conclu- 


| fon would follow by the juſteſt Deduction of 


Argument from Principles ſo fundamental to 
the Goſpel, that they cannot be denied with- 
15 out ſubverting its whole Superliructure. 


ko here, if 1 wal treat the Subject 


4 its full Extent: 1 might conſider, what 


1 we mean by Geſpel-Salvation.. But I con- 
tent myſelf at preſent with telling you in a 
feu Words, that it implies « a Deliverance 5 
JT © from that ruinous and calamitous Con- 
dition, into which by our Apoſtacy from 
Govp we are fallen;” and alſo includes 


our being reſtored to the Divine Fa- 
our, and all the Bu: tb Effects of it, 
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4 7 he Nature of Sit Faith. SER, x. 


« og OY not only to Time, but to 


8 Eternity. 


Os 2} MIGHT allo conſider at lane the Nate = © 
of that Faith, to which the Promiſes of Sol. 
_._ vation are made. But that is a Subject you 


| have heard fo frequently explained, that 1 


ſhall only remind you of that general Account 


of it, which has often been illuſtrated among 

you. Saving Faith,” for of that we are now 
15 ſpeaking, ce is ſuch a Perſuaſt on, that Chri/f il 
is the great Meſſiab, the Son of GOD, 


ce and the Saviour of Men; and ſuch a Dew : 74 3 


> 


0 him in his appointed Method of Salba— 


cc 


m7 Gov, lo where-ever ach a Principle 


really is is, the Soul in which it is found is 
Grace, ad 15 all 12 rice "ga Erna 1 
Happineſs which the Promiſe and Oath of 


& OD can | a + "om alſo 1885 ſhew 


vou, 


fire and Expectation of the Bleſſmgs he has : 4 
e procured under that Character ; as ſhall 
engage us chear fully to commit our Souls — 


tion, with a Diſpoſition cordially to devote 

. ourſelves to his Service in all the Ways 
c of Holy and Evangelical Obedience.” The 

ſeveral Branches of this Definition are to be 
taken in their Connection with each other; 
and then, there would be no Difficulty in 
ſhewing from the whole Tenor of Scripture, 

that as nothing ſhort of this can be acceptable 


ITY I. The Diftributim of” the Sidel. + 
you, -that this 1 is ſuch a Deſcription of Faith, 


as effectually ſecures the Intereſt of Pracfi 
cal Religion, and guards againſt every pre- 
ſumptuous Hope, which may be formed in a 
Soul deſtitute of | a a Prinaph of e 


H ole eſe, 


. Bu r waving the further Proſecution of 
theſe Preliminaries to our Subject, which 


we have Occaſion ſo often to dilate upon, 
bh fhall make it my — Buſineſs, | 


*X To conſider, how we may be fad to 


te 2285 through F aith. 


u. E it appears, . in Conſequence 5 


of this, we are . by Grace. 


0. 15 IT ATE, examine the Force of the | 
Apoſtle's additional Argument, which 
drawn from che Conſideration, 


3 ha Faith 1s the Gift of GO D. And 


then, 


IV. Is SHALL collect ſome Inferences frank : 
: And may Gop write on 
our Hearts, as with the Point of a Dia- 
mond, them and the Pr emiſes on Which : 


the whole. 


5 they er are founded! 
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6 Tn what Senſe ue are ſaid Syn. 1 


* Wr are to conſider, in ab Senſe it : 5 3 
may be ſaid, that C ohe are e 2 
dns Paith, — 


| Ys are,  fays the Apoſtle, Dae: hs Mn 
| Saved ones, — the Perſons who have already EY 
received the Beginnings of Salvation, and the a 
certain Pledge of its compleat Accompliſh- „ 
ment. . 7 ag Ths wg, through, or by Means 8 
of, Faith. I. 
No 1 apprehend, we hall ks] 40: "the e 
1 fall Senſe of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, and of 1 
ol that it is moſt neceſſary to believe and _ AC 
know on this Subject; if we acknowledee Af 
and remember, that Faith is abſolutely ne- e< 
ceſſary \ in Order to our Salvation, fo that de 65 
cannot poſſibly be ſaved without it; and allo, 0 
that every one who hath his Faith, ſhall == »v 
undoubtedly obtain Salvation: — But yet, © 
that after all, a Chriſtian is not to aſcribe MM 2 
is Salvation to the Merit of his Faith, but &d 
entirely to Hat of the Lord Teſus Chr i/t; 0 -b 
the great Author and Finiſher of it. Thee {|} © 
are Three very obvious Remarks: None is ſo 
weak, but he may cafily underſtand them; = l 
and yet, I ſpeak very ſeriouſly when I fay, rt 
they ſeem to me to contain the Sum of all = 7 
that is moſt important in the many /arge Pas: | as 
| lunes which have been writ on the Subject. _ -< 


I, « FAITH 


SER. J. wt be be ſro toro Faith, 7 


cc © F 4 1 T H is 10 abſulueh 150 


5 « t our Salvation, that we cannot 


0 e be | had without it. Py” 


8 our Turi ih us, in the moſt . 


and emphatical Forms of Speech: I ye be- 
lieve not that J am he, ye ſhall die in your 
Sinsd; which moſt certainly implies The 
— a. of Salvation, and indeed much more. 
And elſewhere the Incarnate Wiſdom and _ 
Truth of Gop faith, He that believeth not, 
| ſhall be damned e. He ſhall not, as the Baptiſt ” 
fays, ſee Life *: Nay, as our Lord himſelf 
expreſſes it in the ſtrongeſt Terms, He that 


| believeth not, is condemned already; not only 


on Account of all thoſe other Sins, for 
1 which he Wrath of GOD, to which he be- 
came immediately obnoxious, ſtill abidetb 

upon him; but for this additional Reaſon of 


dreadful Provecation. becauſe he hath not be- 


lueved in the venerable and = Name - | 


5 of the only-begotten Son of GO De. 
WITHOUT his Faith, there! is no Knows 


Ecke that will ſave a Man; tho” it ſhould be 
JT the moſt various, and the moſt exact Know- 
Lege of the moſt Divine and important Sub- 


1 jects, which ever enter'd into a Human Mind. 
1 80 far is it from this, that one need not 
3 . ſcruple 
5 4 John viii. 24. . Mark xvi. 16. John 


iii. 36, 2 Renal ili. 18. 
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« £0 Faith i 7s / neceſſa; Y, tat SER I. 
ſcruple to fay, a Man might as reaſonably. 
expect to be faved by Skill in the Mathe- 
 maticks, or in Mnf Ck, as by Skill in Polo 
mmical Divinity, tho' it were in its moſt 
eſſential Branches, if after all it were no 


more than mere Speculation. 


Ay it is no leſs certain, that NES To 


his Faith, Morality will not fave a Man ; 


be it ever ſo unexceptionable, be it ever 5 
exemplary. This is indeed much better 


than the former; but if there be nothing 


more, it will be fatally ineffectual to the 
great Purpoſe which we have now in View. 
. ſpeak not now, as you may eafily ma- 
gine, of ſuch a continual and uni form : 
Obedience to the Divine Will, as erf 
anſibers the Demands of Gob's Original 
Law; for no Man ever has attained to "this, - 
or will ever in Fact attain to it in this 
World : But I ſpeak of what the World 
generally calls Morality, a Freedom from 
groſs Impiety and ſcandalous Vice, yea, 
tho attended with the Practice of the Hu- 
mane and the Social Virtues, This is indeed 
amiable and honourable, ſo far as it goes; 
and will undoubtedly have its Reward, in the 


' Pleaſure of ſuch a Conduct, in the Eſteem 


and Love of Mankind, and in the Poſſeſſion 
of many T emporal . Advantages and Blefl- 


ings, which in the common Courſe of Pro- 


vidence are connected with it. But, alas, 


it 


IT KL. none can be ſerv d without it. 9 


it is aller all a very partial and 570 0 5 
Thing: And as a Man may be temperate i 


inf, juſt, faithful, and benevolent 70 Men; 


Without having any Appearance of Religion 1 1 8 
wn G OD, or making any Pretence to 
it: So he may have ſome Senſe of GOD. 
us his Spirit, which one would cha none 
but an Atheiſt could entirely avoid, while 
for the Neglect, or it may be the Rejection of 
the Goſpel, he ſtands expoſed to its Sentence 
of Condemnation, If Chriſt be not regarded 
as de Rick on which we build our Hopes, : 


the Foundation is fandy, , and will be runous ; 


and if we do not receive Chrijt by ſuch a 
Faith, as 1 deſcribed above, we offer hima 
moſt inſolent Affront, by pretending to put 
our unſanctifed and rebellious Hearts under 


his Patronage. 


WE ſee then, that hone this Faith: we i 
cannot poſſibly be ſaved. It is the Coun- 
ter- part of this important Truth, which v We 
now add, When we obſerve, a 


> 17 M every one who hath this 


2 Faith, ſhall ROONEY be e ea,” 


"You wil here be fure to . 1 85 
1 ſay, Every one who hath 715 Faith, . 
meaning the Faith deſcribed above; "which 
includes in it our devotrng ourſebves to Chriſt 


in the _ of Holy Obedience, as an eſſen- 
tial 


meſs of Life: 


100 True Paith i 7s mconſiſtent Sꝝ̃ R. J. 


tial Part of it: And conſequently there can 
be no Reaſon to ſay, as ſome have wildly 
_ repreſented the Matter, A Believer ſhall Þ[ 
"+5 be avec, let him live: as he Wil 
which is either a moſt notorious. and miſc: =_ 
chievous Fulſebood, or an expreſs Contradic- 
tion in Terms. If the Word Believer be ſup- 
poſed to ſignify one, who merely afſents 
to the Truth of the Goſpel 3 in Speculation, no- 
thing can be more falſe; and the Whole 
Epiſtle of Fames, to omit a Thouſand parti- 
cular Paſſages of other Sci ptures, is a De- 
monſtration of the contrary: But if it be 
meant, as I ſuppoſe it generally . 
true Belever, it is an expreſs Contradi&ian ; 
and is as obſurd, as it would be to er os a 
really Good Man ſhall be Javed, tho 
| ſhould at the fame Time be a very Bad one. 
For no one can, in the Senſe deſcribed above, 
which is the Seriptural Senſe, be a true Be- 
ever, but one who wills to live in a holy 
Manner; ſince the ſame Operation of Gop 
upon the Soul, which diſpoſes it to believe, 
ſanctifies 2% Will, and tho' freely, yet effec- 
tually leads it, into a prevailing Determina- 
tion to make the gs of God the BH. 
in other Words, it is 
plain ſrom the Ik Tenor of Scripture, 1 
that a Saving is alſo a San&ifying Faith; 
but there cannot be a Sanctifying Faith in 
an unbohy Heart ; neither can there be a 


be 


SEA . 22 an h Life. e 
Holy Heart, where there is a wicked Life; © 
for the Tree is known by its Fruit b. And 
when we ſpeak of the Heart, we mean not 
merely the Aﬀections, but the Will, the De- 
_ terminations of which are indeed the very 
Actions of which we ſpeak, ſo far as they 
are properly ours. There cannot therefore bea 
more inſolent Falſebood, than the Pretence 
10 Holineſs of Heart, where that of the Life 18 
| wanting, or to Saving Faith in the Abſence 
of Both. There may indeed be an Error 
in the Underſtanding as to ſome Precepts ß 
Cb rift, or a folſe Judgment as to ſome ir- 5 


cumſtance attending ourſelves ; and that ma 


T7 produce ſome Error in Practice: There 

may be Inſtances, in which the Infe rmily os 
Human Nature, and the Sur prize or Force 
of a Temptation, may betray a Man into 


: particular Miſcarriages, contrary. to the ge- 
neral Bent and Tenor of his Heart and Li: 


But there cannot poſſibly be, in the Conduct 
of any true Behever, an habitual, allowed, 


and cuſtomary Diſebedience to any one Cum. 


mandnient of our bleſſed Redeemer. 
Tus you mult firſt admit as a neceſſary | 
Fe, Preliminary ; and when it is admitted, you 
may very ſecurely build upon it zhis great 
ruth, that whoſoever hath fuch a Faith 
. this, ſhall certainly be ſaved.” What 


ever" Jus former Guilt may have been, tho 


ever 0 various, ever r ſo long continued, ever 


ſo 
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22 ebe 1 this Faith 854 I. 185 
8 n tho Crimes had been commit= _ 


ed, fromwhich he could never have been juſtified 


5 by the Law of Moſes *, but would have been 
doomed wy it to an infamous Death without _ 
Mercy K. Vet on exerting ſuch an Act of - 
Faith in Chriſt, the Believer immediately 

ſtands a juſtified Perſon before GO D. pre- 

vious to any Good Works of his own : 8 
tho he ſhould die, before he have an Oppor- 
zunity of performing any, in this Caſe, (which, 


if ever it happen, is by the Way, the oy 


- Caſe, in which Good Works are not, accord- 
ing to the Goſpel- Covenant, neceſſary to an 
___ actual Admiſſion into Heaven „) an Omni- 

| ſcient GOD calls the Things that are not as if 

they avere, and accepts thoſe Fruits of Hol- 


neſs which he diſcerned in their Root, 


or their Bud, tho he did not afford Time. : 


for their coming to Maturity.” And if Life 


be ſpared, the Believer continuing ſuch, con- | 
tinues in a State of Favour and Acceptance with 
| Gop, tho' there may be remaining Imper- 
fections in him; and tho' he may ſee Reaſon 
to complain, that he cannot dþ the Things which 
be <could, but that the Law in his age 
ſtruggles ag the Law of bis Mind w, 


he ſhall Hall be ſaved ; whatever TR es > 


are to be broken through, and how long ſo- 
cover his Trials may continue: And bis S 


76 at 41914 


i Acts xiii. 30. 6 Heb. X, 28. 5 1 Rom. *. 


535 Rom, vil. 23 


SER. I. e certain be ſaved, oh 
vation as a Believer is as certain, from the 
whole Current of the Word of Gop, e 
Ciundemnation of the Unbeliever, which we 
proved above. He that believeth on the Son 
of Gop, hath Frerlaſting Life"; he hath it al- 
ready in its Beginnings and Earnefts, and he 
ſhall e er long riſe to the compleat Poſſe/Jion of 
it. For Chrift gives unto his Sheep Eternal Life, 
and they hall never periſh, neither ſhall Ez, 
pluck them out of his Hand". N But it oy 5 of EG ns 


h chat Ladd, 


3 Tu AT * after all a Believer is not to 5 
95 aſeribe his Salvation to the Merit and 
Excellency of this Faith itſelf, but 
entirely to the Merit and Righteouſ- | 
«* -neſs Of. the Lord 125 Cbriſt, eee 
the Free Grace of G 70D, as mani- ö 


8 


. 5 Ee” teſted 1 in it. 55 8 1 g | 


Ws know... it is the client Dau of 5 


the New J. Hament, that GOD hath mad? 


ius accepted in the Beloved o; and that of . 
Him «ve are in Chriſt Feſus, 4030 of GOD is : 
made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and _ 
: Santi fication, and Redemption * : 80 that we 
are juſtified freely by his Grace, thro the Re- 
demption that is in him”, And if we ſhould 
pretend to fay, that we are accepted of Gor 


= John K. 28. = 
»; — ili. 24. 


n Jak ili, Ka 
1 1 Cor, i. 30. 


for Faith, as the meritorious Cane of that 
Me 85 
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Acceptance, we mult contradict the Whole : 
Courſe of the Apoſtle Paul's Argument, eſpe- 
cially in the fourth Chapter of his Epiſtle to 


the Romans, where he ſtrongly contends that 
| Abraham was not juſtified by Works, becauſe 


if he were, he would have ſemething to Flory ba 
in before GOD . Now if he had been ju/t:- 
fied by Faith, as his own meritorious AF, 
there would have - been as much Room for 
him 70 have gloried in that, as in any Work, 
whether of Ceremonial, or Moral Obedience. — = 
And in the fame Epiſtle he declares again, 
Where he is ſpeaking of the Salvation of 


_ Goy's choſen Remnant, that . it be of 


= Works, then it is no more Grace; otherwiſe 
Mort is no more Mor-: The Meaning 
of which plainly is, that no Man can at once 


be juſtified by Grace, and by Works : And on 


the ſame Principles we may alſo ſay, no Man 


can be juſtified by the Merit of Faith, and yet 


by Grace. If therefore it evidently appear from 


= ag Text, and our farther Reaſonings upon 


it, that our Tuſtification and Acceptance 
"Wu Gop is to be aſcribed to Grace, all Pre- 
tence of Merit in the Aci 77 belicing muſt 


of Courſe be given * 


TR Is will FS WR farther appear, il we 
conſider, hat it is that Faith does in or- 
der t our mw Jaffe You very well 

5 know, 


| 1 . t Rom. EIA 


IF I. to any Merit in Faith, 15 
, know, it is repreſented i in Scripture, : as re- 
ceiving Chriſt. To as many as received bim, 
to them gave he Power, (or Privilege, ) to be- _ 
came the Sons of GOD, even to them that be- 
lieve on his Name v. Now it muſt be fla. 
grantly abſurd, to talk of reſting upon an 
RE 3 whereby we do indeed receive and nt: -: 
uon another. And therefore however inac- 
curately ſome may have expreſſed themſelves 
on this Head, I cannot ſuppoſe, that any 
Wiſe and conſiderate Chriſtian ever meant to 
1 aſſert the contrary to what I am now endea- 
1 vouring to prove. We do indeed find the 
T\ Apoſie ſpeaking of Faith, as imputed for 
1 Righteouſneſs" ; but it ſeems to me, that the 
S molt natural Senſe of that Expreſſi on may be 
fixed, and the Propriety of it may be admit- 


ted, upon the e I have now been 
1 laying: down. 


OY Mannee: of Inbutation- ſeems to be 
4 Metaphor taken from Books of Account 
between Creditor and Debtor x. To impute = 
any Aci of Sin, or of Obedience, is therefore 
properly 10 other than to ſet it down to his 
Account. The great G OD of Heaven and 
Earth | is e in  Seripture, with. 
8 humble 5 


- 5 TORY 12. 15 Rom, iv. 22. . 
* From ne Affairs the Metaphor is ſome- 


times applied to Judicial; as Crimes to be accounted 


for are alſo ſometimes called Debts : But when th 


Matter is well underſtood in one View, it is eaſy to | 


. it to the other, 5 


Now —— — — — 4 ——»— — 
3 * * 4 
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able: Condeſcenfion to our Manner of. 
acting and conceiving of Things, as Reeping © 
a molt exact Book of Records and Accounts, 
PE: which thoſe Things are regiſtred con- 
ET, cerning every one of us, which he will bring 
into that final Review and Survey, by which 
our Characters and States ſhall finally be 
Aaetermined. And as the moſt exact and 
1 perfect. Obedience | is a Debt which we owe 
him, as our great Creator, Benefactor, and 
Sovernour; to on the Breach of his Law, - 
we owe him ſome proper Satisfa&tion for 


In this View, we are all charged as 


” . poor miſerable inſolvent Debtors, in 
the Bok of Gob: Innumerable Sins are 1h. 
puled, or ſet deen to our Account : And were 
Things to go on in this Courſe, we ſhould 


es Jong be arreſted by the Divine Tuſtice, 


and being found ncapable of Payment, ſhould 


be caſt into the Priſon of Hell, to come out 
no more. But Gop, in Pity to this our 
cCalamitous State, has found out a Surety 


and a Ranſom for us, and has provided @ S. 

 trsfaftion in the Obedience and Szfferings of 
his Son; which is what we mean by the - 
Righteouſneſs of Corift, or his Active and 
Paſſive Obedience. It is with a gracious Re- 
gad to this, to expreis his high Complacency 
im it, and (if I may ſo ſpeak,) his plegſing 
s eee of it, that all who are final- 
ly Ju On" and ſaved, meet with Divine 
Acceptance 


1 , Sun K. I. Taped for Rightemfurf,” 


Ape and Favour : Or to purſue 4s 
Metallo. open a: above, the Righteouſneſs | 
of Chriſt is in the Book of Gon imputed, or 
et down to their Account, as that by which 
be Debt is ballanced, and they are entitled to 
ſuch Favours as Rightems Perjons might > On 
pect from-Gop. But then, it is an inva- 
riable Rule in the Divine Proceedings, that 
this Righteouſneſs, or this Atonement and 
GSGati faction of Chriſt, (for I think, it matters 
but little, by which of theſe Names it ſhall | 
00 called, ) be a Means of delivering thoſe, 
and only thoſe, that believe. Purſuant there- 


fore to the aforeſaid Metaphor, when any 


particular Perſon believes, this is ſet dcn o 
bis Account, as a moſt important Article, or 
as a Memorandum (if T may fo expreſs it,) 
in the Book of Gop's Remembrance, that ſuch 
a one is now actually become a Believer, and 
1 therefore is now intitled to  uſtification mm 
S Life by Cbriſt. In this Senſe his Paith is 
1 for Righteouſneſs. Vet it is not re- 
garded by Go p, as the grand Conſideration 
which Ballances the Account, or indeed as 
paying any of the former Debt, which it is 
impoſſible it ſhould ; but only as Hat, which 
according to the gracious Conſtitution of the 
S Goſpel! gives a Man a Claim to that which 
S Chrift has paid, and which GOD has gra- 
SY ciouſly /e as a valuable Conſideration, in 
Regard to which he may 8 par- 
1 9 85 C An 


18 Being thus 2 thro Faith, "Hon 1. 


0 don and accept all who ſhall apply to him in I - 
bis appointed Way, or in the Way of humble — 


5 — as Faith was deſcribed above, 


„ appears to me 9 4 10 and ech View of = 
: the Goſpel-Dofrine on this Head; and its { 
ſo important diſtinctly to underſtand it, that 
1 hope you will excuſe my having repreſented : 
it in ſo many Words. And this is, on the 


whole, the Senſe in which we may be faid, 


to be ſaved through Faith. — None can be 1 
5 ſaved without it; — and every one who bas 

ths is intitlod to Salvation but not in Vi- 
tue of the Merit and Excellency of Faith it 


* If, but entirely for the Sake of what Chriſt 


| has done and ſuffered; or in other Words, 
by the Imputation of his perfect Rightoouſs ſs, =_ Þ- 

the Merit of which is graciouſly applied to 
. 7 or that particular Perſon upon his Believ- 


+ So that upon this he 7s Juſtified ; and 


5 * the general Tenor of the Gospel is to be 
look'd on as 4 Righteous Perſon ; ; or as one, 
who ſhall on the whole be treated as ſuch, | 
and ſhall cer long be publickly declared 


Righteous before the aſſembled World, and 
be freed from all the Remainders of that 
Penalty which Sin has brought upon us : 


And tho' for wiſe and good Reaſons, he be 
for a while continued under ſome of them, 
the Time of that Continuance is fo ſhort, BY 
* * e 0 ling. that the 


Former 5 | 


"Pow * we are ſeved by ans. 1 
EO former being as 1t were fal lbaved up by the 
latter in the all- comprehending Views f 
 Gop, he is ſpoken of by him, as if his 
1 ſtification and Salvation were already com- 
Pat. Te are ſaved through Faith. — But LON 
having ſtated this, the Method I propos e 
WP leads me, 


II. To they, that in Conſequence of our : 


being thus ſaved through Faith, we may 
properly be ſaid to be Jour by Grace. 


* Now the Gmelin 1 2 will ap- e 
pear very evident; if we conſider, — that N 
Faith cannot make any Atonement to the 
offended Juſtice of Gop, ſo as to give us 
any Legal Claim even to the Pardon of our 
Sins upon the Account of it: — Much leſs 
can it confer any Oël gation upon G OD 0 
beſtow on us Eternal Bleffedneſs : — Nor 
would there indeed have been any Rom 
to mention Faith in this whole Affair, if 
GOD had not contriv'd ſuch a Method of 


Falvation, and done that to effect it, which 
none but himſelf could have done. 5 


5 7 AI T E cannot 3 any 1 0 
. « ment to the offended Juſtice of Gop, 
4 fo as to give us any Legal Claim 
e even to the Pardon of our Sins upon 
oe the Account of it;“ ſo that if. we 
c 2 N are 


4 
| 
i} 


Faith can nale no Atonement Sx K. x: _ J 
are ſaved through Faith, we muſt : YO 


View —— it to be ” Grace. 


N Tas Law of 52 wiſe, 10 great, and fo Ve- 
nerable a Sovereign, as the Bleſſed GOD is, 
muſt of Courſe ſuppoſe ſome awful Sancs - 
tions, ſome ſolemn Denunciations of Wrath 
and Vengeance on thoſe who preſumptuouſſy 
tranſgreſs it, Andit is certainly the Part of 
GOD, as a wife, holy, and gracious Legiſ-. 


- lator, to maintain 275 Honour when. it has 


been duiolated, and not to treat an ending 
Creature, as innocent and righteous, without 
ſome Proviſion made for the Satisfaction of 
his injured Juſtice : In the Demand of which 


Satisfaction, Gop does not expreſs any T hing 
of a ſanguinary and revengeful Diſpoſition : 


Paar be fo blaſphemous a Thought from us! 
But he diſplays a ſteady Regard to hat 
Order, which as the Great Sovereign it be- 
comes him, for the Benefit of his Subjects, 
as well as for the Glory of his own Name 
and Government, to preſerve in the Moral 
World, i. e. among his reaſonable Creatures. 
Some ample and honourable Amends mutt 


therefore be made, in Order to the Diſcharge 


of a Guilty and Condemned Criminal. And — 
is Faith ſuch an Amends ? Takeit in its ut- | 
moſt Extent, as an Aſent to whatever he 

_ propoſes, and a Submiſſion to whatever he 
demands, to the "oy utmoſt. of our Capa- 7 


Cty; 


O O0 O2 2 82 22 2 mhH1© 


Ser. I. 70 odd uli. e 
eit, this in our preſent Circumſtances is 
but or Duty, and would have been ſo had 
we never offended him: And the Per form- 
ance of it, with whatever Readineſs, „„ 
gactneſs, and Conſtancy, cannot poſlibly. neee 
for the Violation of it in Times paſt; as tage 
Payment of what for the future becomes due 
to any Creditor, cannot diſcharge a Debt 
formerly contracted, and remaining unbal. 
lanced upon Account. Therefore it is, that 
we read of Chri/t's being made a Sin-Offering 
4 us, tho he himſelf knew no Sin, that 
5 might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
I 55 ; 1. E. that we might be accepted of 
--GoD as righteous, being conſidered as by 
Faith united to him, and intereſted in his 


Big reuſneſs and Grace. In Teſtimony of 


which, Gop expreſsly requires, that every 
5 Ser ſhould ſue out his Pardon 71 Chriſt's 


Name, and ſhould preſent himſelf before 
him as one that has obtained Redemption thro 55 


Chriſt's Blood, and is accepted in the Beloved®, 


who of GOD is made unto us Righteouſi neſs * : 3 
| A Scheme utterly inconſiſtent with Hat at 
1 our being zuſtifed and ſaved by any Merit 
or Excellence in Faith, 7 onfidered as an AF _ 
of Atonement made by us, by which the Guilt _ 


of our Offences i 18 cancell d, and our Pardon 


1 bought by 1 us. It is yet more apparent, 


Cz th Tuar 


* 2 Cor. *. 41. Luke xxiv. 27. 8 Epheſ, 


— ow 6, 15 1 Cor. i. L OT 
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22 Faith can lay no is Sex. I. 


. "gar ” Faith « can et 10 Oblga- 

5 &« tion upon GOD to beſtow on us 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs 3” in which View 
alſo our Salvation thro it muſt Appear 3 


to be ©: Grace. 


"Tar Eternal Bluſeduce 5 is s deſigned Fl 
every veheving Soul, is, through the Divine 
Soodneſs, as apparent, as that Faith itſelf | 
is ever required in Scripture. But can we 
ſay of Eternal Life, that it is the Mages of • C 
Faith ? I much queſtion, whether it could 
| have been claimed as Mages due to us on Ac- 
count of our Obedience, had that Obedience 1 
been perfect in its Kind and Degree: Nor 
do think, it could with any Confidence have 


been expefted, unleſs Gop had been pleaſed 


by a gracious Covenant to promiſe it: Other- 


| wiſe, all that the compleateſt Obedience could 
have claimed, would only have been Favour 
continued, or at moſt Favour increaſing, du- 


ring the Time in which we continued to he- 


hade ourſelves well. Much leſs then can we 
imagine, that when we had once Broten tbe 
Law of Gop, Faith, tho' for the Future 
attended with the moſt Perfect Efficacy, and 
productive of the moſt feady Courſe of }_ 


Obedience in all After-Inſtances, could give 


us any ſuch Claim. Leaſt of all then. can we 0 c 
have any Room to N it, on Account of -- 
Es 8 a a Faith, . 


OO T cc LL __ 


| $22.1, afar Cob e. 8 
a2 Faith, which operates in fo imperfect E 
Manner, and produces an Holineſs ſo ſadly 


LY defeftive i in many Inſtances, as we malt ac- 


knowledge our own to be. That we thould = 
be admitted into the glorious. Preſence of 5 
| Gop, and be fixed in a State of immutable 
Security and Felicity, where Sin and Sorrow 
ſhall no more invade us, but where 60 D 


will appoint for us Satvation itſelf for Walls 


and Bukwarhs , is ſo glorious a Triumph of 
| the Divine Goodneſs; "that the Soul which 
knows itſelf, and attentively looks. on this 
1 Far more ex <ceeding_ and eternal Weight 5 
1 "Glory, 18 aſtoniſhed and humbled in he 
Views of it, and Ends it no ſmall Stretch 
of Faith, to be able to believe, that Gop 
does indeed intend it for fo Sinful a Creature: 
So far is the Believer from arrogating any 
Thing of this Kind to himſelf, as if his own 
Faith had any Degree of Merit or Excellence 
proportionable to it. But we mutt obſerve _ 


once more, to Cares the Argument,” 


3 Tar there had been 9 Room to 
0 mention Faith at all in this Aﬀair, + 
had not GOD graciouſly contriv)d 


5 


ſuch a Method of Salvation, and done 


= « 7hat to effect it, „Which none but 


* 


himſelf could do. 


> Iſai, Xxvi, 7, | 


c 4: FAITH 
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: 24 There Was 70 Room n for Faith, syn. J. N 


FA ITH receives our -Tord Yes 7 
Chriſt ; tis its great Office, and its great Glory 


to do it, But how could it have received © 


bim, unleſs he had been given? and how 
EG could he have been given in this View, but 
by the Appointment. of the Father, in Con- 
currence with his own free, and moſt gracious 
Conſent ?— Faith apprehends and j/ubmits to 
the Goſpel-Plan of Salvation by the e 
and Si ferings of the Son oj: GOD; yea, it 
not only ſubmits to it, but rejoices and ce 
in it. But who could have exhibited, who 
could have conte ied, who could have exe- 
cuted ſuch a Plan, unleſs it had been formed 
and determined in the Counſels of Eternal 
Love? —Admit Faith to be ever fo Volum- 
zary, and ſo far as is poſſible to a Creature, 
ever ſo independent an Ac, can we any of us 
ſay, that there was ſo much Merit and Ex- 
cellency in that Af, or in any of its ſubſe- 
quent Fruits, that GOD upon the Forejight of 
it ſhoald fay, < Theſe Creatures, guilty and 
* condemned as they appear, will be ſo reacy 
fo receive the Intimations of my Will, that 
„ they will fully deferve, that 1 mould ſave 
« themat any Rate; they will deſerve, even 
*© that my Son ſhould become Incarnate, and 
e die as a Sacrifice, to make Way for their 
_ « Happineſs.” Can any of you, Sirs, ima- 
eine 7615 to have been the Caſe? Or can you 
MAY.) 5 hear 


SeRl had not 60 fund 2 to Ta} US. 2 5 : 


hear it even ſuppoſed, without finding ſome-= 
thing ſhocking in the very Repreſentation of-”-- 


it? The bleſſed Paul, 1 am {ure, had very 


_ different Views, when he ſaid, 


of bis Grace, wherein he hath made 7 accepted 


in the Bebroed®. ©, And the Apoſtle John had 
other Notions of it, when he ſaid, full as 
his gracious Heart was of the moſt lively Sen- ; 
timents of Gratitude and Zeal, Herein is 
Dove, not that we loved GOD, but that le 
breed Ys, and | ut his Son to be the Pr 88 


5 _— our Sins 


Tu ESE Arguments would pr ove, that our 


Salvation through Faith is by Grace, even tho 


it could not be added, that this Faith i is the 
Gift of GOD : How much more convincing 
then mult the Concliſſian be, when hat Con | 


. Hadbration is added to the 1 


Bu T as the Illuſtration of this, which was 
the Third General we mentioned, will re- 


quire more Time, than can properly . 


| lowed to the Wonalnder of this Diſcourſe, I 


will reſerve it to another; and conclude for 
- the preſent, with erborting you. ſeriouſly 0. 
examine, whether you have this Principle of 
El Faith 1 in your Hearts, without which your 


” aFvation 


N « Eph, i 3 6. John iv. 10. 


: GOD hath N 
 predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Children by 


= Feſus Chriſt unto himſelf, according to the good it 
Pleaſure of his Will, to the Praiſe of the Glory 
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2 6 Biene als Faith Sen R. 1 : 


"Salvation i is in preſent e e an iiu- 


Polſible Thing, and with which it To e 


eure. 1 


II i 1 melancholy, but most abitour. 1 
Truth, that all Men have not Faith e. There 
WRT Thouſands and Ten Thouſands, under the 
| Goſpel, with regard to whom its Mini/ters 


have Reaſon to complain, Hh hath believed 


our Report, and to whom hath the Arm of the 
Lord been revealed? On whom has its Power 
been ſo exerted, as to conquer the Natural In- 
1 credulity and Obſtinacy of their Hearts? 
Are you, Sirs, of that Number, or of the 
Number of thoſe, who, as the Scripture "> 
preſſes it, have believed through Grace*?2 Tis: 
2 eſtion, on which your Eternal State 
will turn at laſt, and therefore you would 
do well, to examine it now. And I would 
beſcech you, to endeayour to trace it—in its 
Production, and in its Effef?s ;—or in other 
Words, to enquire, how it has been to- 
duced into your Minds,—and how it has 
worought there. Vou may ſurely diſcover it, 
in the one, or in the other, if it be your pre- 
vailing Character; and I hope, many of you ; 
will be able to diſcover it in both. 


(1) ) Can you trace Faith © in its 7 
0 duclion, and Advance in your Souls! 5 
2 Theſſ.iii, 2. # Iſai, lili, 2. 2 AQts xvili, 27. 


d 8 be wrought in ee 27 


= Do you recallets any Time, in which you 

5 had no Thoughts of tlie Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
and 10 N of Affection towards him? 
And has there been any Alter ation in your 
Minds in this Reſpect? All true Faith in 

T Chriſt is founded on a Conviftion of Sin, and 

R- £4 the Miſery to which you are expoſed by 
Have you indeed been brought to this 

1 Carcition? Have you heard, and (if Imay 
| be allowed the Expreflion,) have you felt 
= yourſelves condemned by the Sentence of a 

S righteous, a holy, yea, of a merciful Gs? 

= And have you by that Apprehenſion been ſtir- 

JT red up t cry for Pardim and Deliverance? 
You have heard of Chrift under the Charac- 
ter of a Saviour ; But I put it to your Con- 

ſciences, Have you ſeriouſly viewed him under 
=. -- hat Charadter ? and from a full Perſuaſion 
of his Correſpondency, when conſidered in 
ttis View, to all the Necęſſities of your Caſe, 
eee the Exigencies of your Souls, have 
pou enter'd into any Treaty with him : y Re- 
cCollect it ſeriouſſy. Have you ever preſented 


yourſelves before Go, with an humble and 


Cordial Regard to Chr WE ? Anddo you know _ 
what it is, ſecretly and ſincerely to repoſe 
your Souls upon the Merit of his Obedience, and 

the Eficacy of his Blood, with humble At : | 
knowledgement of your own Guilt, with entire 
Reſignation of your own Righteouſneſs, as ut- 


terly nu thy. al bang. mentioned before 


Gon, — 


28 Ca: your trace the Bf: of i it 5 EE 


\ Gop, and with a cordial and joyful Refolution 

to devote yourſelves to his Service as long as 
you have any Being, and thro' Time and Leer 5 
nity to teſtify your Gratituge oy” a confi ane 


Series of Obedience? 


IF you can trace ſuch a Proceſs of Thought 
and Experience as this, you have great Rea- 
ſon to conclude, that you experimentally 


know what Faith; 29; and that thr ugh ui 


you are in the Way 70 Salvation. Yeti it is al- 
ways to be remember d, that Faith is to be 
foewn by its Works ® : Give me Leave there- 


; fore farther to enquire, 


2.) * you can trace ** the 
genuine A of it in For Hear {s 
0 and Lives: * 5 


V. ov K in Chrif Das has Sl. Faith 
in him produced a continued and habitual 
Intercourſe with him? 1 ſpeak not of an In- 

dtercouiſe abſolutely. uninterrupted ; for that 

the preſent State of Human Life will 5 wo 


admit. But has it produced frequently repeated 


and direct Aﬀs of Application to him, and 

Converſe with him ? One can hardly imagine, 
hov it is poſſible for a true Believer, to fuf- 
fer theſe to be long, , and often intermitted ; e 


eſpecially to ſuch a Degree, that Days, and 


Weeks, and Months ſhould paſs, as if all the 
Buſinch between Gr and þts Soul were 
quite 


, h 3 11. 18. 


CITY 1. in your Hearts and Lives? 29 


quite finiſhed, and he and his Lord were 
parted by Conſent, till Death, or ſome very ur- 


gent and extraordinary Circumſtance, renew'd 


55 the Interviews between them, —I would aſk 


_ farther, Has this Faith to which you pretend, 
produced a Reſemblance to Chriſt's Example, 
and an Obedience to his Precepts, in the Courſe | 
of your Lives? You know, that 7rue Faith 
is operative ; and you know, in the general, I 
the Genius and Deſign of Chriſtianity. I would 
demand of your Conſciences, how far you 
comply with it ? Is your T, emper and Con- 


duc in the main ſuch, as you well know our = = 


| 1 Lord intended, that the Temper and Conduct 


of his People ſhould be? Is it devout and 


ſpiritual, juſt and charitable, ſober and tem- 


|  perate, humble and cautious ? Is Religion your 
Care, and do you maintain an habitual Watch- 
alu over yourſelves, that your Behaviour 
may be agreeable and honourable to your 
Profeſſion — Once more, Are you ardently 
_ purſuing greater Attainments i in the Chriſtian 


5 Temper and Life, ſo that you may be ſpoken 


of 48 . and 9 9 8 N 2 


gn ſug? 


Tr you can anſwer ſuch Erguirien as theſe ; 
in the Afjirmative, you have a great Deal of 
Reaſon to hope, that Faith is ours, and 


Salvation is yours, But if you cannot ſo an- 


ſwer them, a confident reve? that fu fool 5 


„ 
. | Matth. | V. | 65 i 5 


30 s Sin reigns, you have no | Faith ITY L 


be ſaved is ſo far from being Faith, that it is 
Preſumption and Folly; and far from being 
any Security to you, will only prove adding 


Sin to Sin. That Confidence, by whatever _ 4 - 


Name you may affect to call it, is indeed 
Unbelief : Unbelief of GOD's T! breatenings, 
while it vainly pretends to 7ruft bis Promiſes : 
For he hath not more expreſsly ſaid, that 
He abo believeth on the Son, hath Everlaſting 
Lie; than he has added, that he who 5 diſo- 
bedient to the Son *, ſhall not fee Life k. While 
Sin reigns in Jour Life, and thereby appears 


to reign in your Heart, did you pretend a 


Revelation from Heaven as to the Truth of 


your Faith, every wiſe Man would conclude 

that pretended Revelation was a Deluſiun; 
and that how ſolemnly ſoever it might be 
aſcribed to the Spirit of Truth and Holineſs, 
it really proceeded from the Father of Lies. 


Excuss the Plainneſs, with which Fide- 1 


lity to GOD, and 79 you, obliges me to ſpeak 
on this Head ; ; and be aſſured, that it pro- 
ceeds from a real Concern to ſecure the 
Honour of that glorious Doctrine of Sa - 
wvATI1ON BY GRACE, which I have now 
been labouring to eſtabliſh, and the Demon- 
iration and Improvement of which I ſhall 
farther purſue 1 in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 5 


70 0 aneh T@ bn. e li}, 7. 


FAI 1 H is the GirTof G OD. 


Er urs. i. 8. 


5 For by Ore are Je ſaved, 1 


5 and that not of OR; 
it 1s s the Gift of GOD. 


_ fame Principle, I confeſs, I have often 


thought, there is Reaſon to be thankful for 
the very Inaccuracies of Scripture. The Haſte 
in which the Apoſtle Paul was by the Multi- 
plicity of his Affairs obliged to write, has 


given us an Opportunity of viewing more of 


hrs Heart in his i N, than we might per- 


haps 


N the Works of Natwe.- many of thoſe g 
Things, which to a ſuperficial Eye may 
appear as Defects, will on à careful Enquiry 
be found to be Marks of conſummate Wiſe 

dom, and kind Contrivance, And on the 
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" SE: It appears we arefevdly Grace, SrR, II. 
| haps have ſeen, if he had frequently re- 


viewed and correkted them, Thoſe Paren- 
theſes, in particular, and thoſe Repetitions, 
which render the Style lets elegant, and the 
1 Senſe > ſometimes leſo conſpicuous, do never- 
ttheleſs ſhew to greater Advantage, how deep- _ 
ly thoſe Thoughts were impreſs'd upon his 
| _ which he introduces in ſuch a Man- 


And of this, the Words which I have 


| 8 5 been reading, are an Inſtance. In the 
Courſe of his preceding Argument, a few 
| Verſes before, while he is telling the Ephe- 
fans, that G OD who is rich in Mercy, for 
his great Love wherewith he loved them, even 
when they were dead in Sins, had quickened 1 
them together with Cbrift ; he adds, by way 
— Poronheſi s, By Grace ye are ſaved * And 
when he goes on to ſay, they were raiſed up 
fogether, and made to ſit tines in Heavenly 
Places in Chriſt Feſis, further tells 
them, that this was with an eee that 
in the Ages to come Gon might ſhew the ex= = 
cceding Riches of his Grace, in his Kinaneſs | 
rewards us, through Chriſt oſs v: Nay, his 
Heart was ſo full of the Subject of Grace, 
free and aſtoniſhing Grace, that as if all 
this was not enough, by a moſt glorious 
and edifying Tautobgy, (if I may be allowed 
fo to ſpeak,) he inſerts the Words of my 
Text, 27 G5 ace are Je Javed, through Faith 


and | 


SYR. II. in that Faith-is the Gift of GOD. 33 
and that not of your; eves 3 ; it is the Gift 8 
F 


e . MAV aleady ſhewn you from the eſe 
15 Words, in What Se jo we may be {aid to be 
ſaved thr 2 Faith: And I have alſo prov i, 8 


I 


that in C onſcquence of this it o evident, we. 


FS 


: mult be [ave 40 by (77 dice; unce Faith 1 ig 


incapable of 2 7 50 by 29 the Dei 131 an Vers Of 865 
injur d Fut. %, Cal much lets 17 Tit ſuch Aa 


| Recompence as Eiern Lie; nor can it in- 
deed have ny Efjicacv, or any Place at all 


in this Affai r, otlierwile tlian by [6 OD s Jree 


= Conſtitut ion. 9 0 gracious Abl intent. — I 
then concluded with obſerving, that this 
Argument would have a Cconvincir 8 For . 
even tho' Faith were ever {0 cin irely an WE 
of our OWN ; or that we had no more Sup port 
"ef Affiſtance: from Gop in forming and ex- 
5 erting it, than we have 1 in any of the Com- 
mon Actions of Natural Life. But Jam 
now to ſhew, that even this 18 not the C Caſe * 
= but, that a new. Proof” of our being ſaved | 
Li * Grace ariſes from conſidering, 


10. Ty iD Argument which the Avoſtle 
ſuggeſts in the Cloſe of the T.- xt, thee: 
even this Faith is not of ou? ee 5; but 


mt 1s the Gift of GOD. 


1 AN ſenſible that ſome + to in- 
validate and ſuperſede all this Part of the 
Argument, by giving another Turn to this 


5 | ej Ioft 


* . 
”Y 3 mus yy dies i. 
— — - 
— wears ns 199 lo au th Arete - 
big. n . : 
— 2 — , r 
, * _— 
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laſt Clauſe, referring it in general to our : 


Salvation by Faith, as if it had been faid, 


Our being thus faved by Grace through 
Faith, (as J have juſt now faid,) 7s not 
es ourſebves, but it rs the Gift of GOD.” | 
But I apprehend, that an impartial Reader 
would not be willing to allow of this Inten- l 
pretation ; which makes the latter Clauſe a 
mere Repetition of what was ſaid before, 
and a Repetition of it in leſs proper and ex- 
preſſive Words. None could i imagine, that 
dodur being ſaved through Faith was of our- 


ſelves; or that we ever could ourſelves con- 


ſtitute and appoint ſuch a Way of Salvation, 
Which was indeed fixed fo long before we 
had a Being, But Faith being really our 


own AF, it was highly pertinent to obſerve, 


that the Excellency of this Act is not to be 
arrogated to ourſekves, but is to be aſcribd 
to GOD. All that are acquainted with 


the Genius of the Original muſt acknow- 


leqdge, this is a Conſtruction which it will 
very fairly admit. And we ſhall prove in 
the Proceſs of this Argument, that other 
Scriptures expreſsly declare the Truth, which 
his Interpretation makes to be the Meaning 

1 of the Words. = 
LC WAETH may be f th Gift of 
| 60 Aas it is GOD, that reveals the great 


| Objedts of Faith —that brings the Mind to 
ettend to them —that conquers our Natural 


lite on 


r a RG 


| IFY II. 08 's be reveal; the OHects if it. : 
= Averſion to the Goſpel- Method of Savatin, i 
and ſo implants Faith in the Soul; — an, g > 
alſo as it is he, that carries it on to more — 
perfect — and e its 5 Vigour and „ 
; NR, By | | | | | | = N 
as PAITH. may he - called the Gift of 5 oo | 
GOD, „as it is Gor, who reveals EE w 


the great e of Paith,” RR. 


"Hom as Reaſon is but weak 31 im- C 
perfect, and has indeed interwoven the Traces 
ol its own Weakneſs, with many of the faireſt  \þ 
Monuments of its Strength. Even in its 
moſt advanced State, among the moſt learned 
and polite Nations of Antiquity, it is de- 
plorably evident, how far it was from diſ- 
covering the ſeveral Branches of Natura 

Religion in its Purity, Extent, and Order. 

And to ſpeak freely, it ſhone more brightly I 

in almoſt every other View, than in that 
Which is its nobleſt End; I mean, what re- 
lates to GOD, and Immortality. It has indeed 
produced many admirable Poems, and com- 
| poſed many moving Orations: It has woven 
many exquiſite Threads of Argument, with —& _ [ 
which the ſubtileſt Diſputants have intangled Vf. 

g 


each other, and have often intangled them⸗ „ 
ſelves: And much more uſeful it has —— 
in adorning the Face of the Earth, in . 25 | 
duing the Sea, in managing the Winds, ane I 

y - & "onng EE. 
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36 Natural Reaſon could not have Sn R. II. 
maa—eting out the Heavens. But this rich Vin 
of Knowledge, this Mine of holy and Divine 
: Treaſure, lies too deep for Human Diſco- 7 
very. —If any aſk, Where ſhall this Wiſdom 
be found, and where is the Place of this U. 
derſtandinge? It muſt be granted, that i s 

8 Path, ce the Vulture's Eye hath. not 
feen d: Man knoxeth not the Price ther ef, 
r is it found in the Land of the Living 
Je De; th of Human Science Tore It is not 3 
imme: hed the Sea, with all the moſt im- 


prov d Countrics that lie upon it, mult ſoy, 


I is not with me*® : For Eye hath not ſeea, 
nor Ear heard, neither have enter'd into the 
Heart of Mon, the Thi Ng which G OD hath 

prepared for them that bog Hint f. 2 850 
Were 10 Principles on which to pr oceed, 
the Inveſtioation of this important 1 00 

: ledge : None could ever have leariu'd, that 

| GOD had form'd Comnſels of Mere and Peace 
towards Apoſtate Creatures: None could 

.ever on Natural Principles have dilcovercd 


the very Exiſtence of the Son, and the Shirit. 
How much leſs then could they have known, 


or imagined, that the Sor 7 of GOD ſhould 
have und: 1 1 Ea to redeem us with his own 


precious Blood; and the Spirit be ſent to 


manage Affairs, as the great Agent of the R- 
deemer” 8 Kingdom ; in Conſequence of whoſe 


. Sracious 


5 Job xXxxvili. 12. uf Ver, 7. i 1 Ver. 135 14. 


1 Gor, 11. 9. 
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gracious Acts and Influences the Sort ſhould 
de favingly renewed and tranfonmed, and 
then carried on with a growing Pace in the: 
Wa ay to He aven, till it was received to the 1 
8 Separate State of holy and triumphant Sh 5; 
Fits at Death, and to compleat Glory at the 
Refurreetion of the De ad. All the Men 1 upon 


Earth could never by their own Natural Sa- 


gacity have diſcover 4 any of the{ e Particulars ; 
how much leſs then coulq the atem have 


been diſcovered ?— But G O D himſelf . 
graciouſly revral:d them by bis. Shirit s: And 
5 he was Bee niraculoy ly to in* erpoſe te 
give u; ww lation to the World; fo ne 
bas i interpoſce | by remarkable P- ovidences "8 
ſend 70 ws ſuch clear Nylices of it; and to 
ſend theſe Netices fo carly too, as to throw _ 
the Pr e of Education among us his 
Way, rather than the contrary. An d con- 
ſidering how powerful 7/e  Prejudi, ces are, 


and how many have f. llen into Ruin by 


them, this will appear no {mall Matter to a 

. e te Perſon: Er cially when he 
ſurveys the State of the 1/:r1d in General, 
and conſiders ners fero Nations and Countries 
there are, in which his is the Cafe ; and in 
- what various Forms of moſt pernicious and 
deſtructive Errors the General ity of Mankind 
are trained up fromtheir tendereſt Infancy.— 


5 1 would conclude this Head with obſerving, 


EE EY that 


1 Cor. ! ii. 10. 
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33 Tis GOD that inclines Sex. II. 
that © whatever particular Advantages | we 
have enjoyed, they are all to be traced 


8 up to the diſtinguiſbing Goodneſs of GOD 


0 U. If. wiſe and pious Parents, if 


ſkillful, elo, and faithful Miniſters, have 

been the Inſtruments of working Faith in our 
Souls, this alſo cometh forth from the Lord of 
& Hoſts ; n; who taught heir Minds to conceive, 
and their Lips to ſpeak, and who open'd 
our Hearts to receive Inſtruction. And this 
"HT me to add, 1 e 


1 Tur a8 60 . 1 great O5. 
| jefts of Faith, fo © it is He alſo, that inclines 
&« the Mind to attend to them; on which 


Account Faith may be further faid to be = 


: the Gift of & 0 D. 


Tur feat Objedts of Z Faith are, and by 
their Nature muſt be, to us Inviſible ; while 
_ thoſe of Senſe ſtrike ſo ſtrongly on the Mind, 


that it is no Wonder, we are apt often to 


50 forget the other. And when a Man is con- 


ſcious to himſelf, that the firſt Recollection 
and Acquaintance with them muſt be parn- 
fal, and muſt be attended with Remorſe 
and Fear, how neceſſary ſoever that Pain 
my be, it is too natural to draw back from 
it. And we may eaſily conceive that Satan, 


Hg Ds the great Hwy of Mens Eternal Happi- 


neſs, 
MY Tai, xvii. 29. 


Sen. II. the Mind to attend 70 chen. 39 
neſs, will - exert all his Artifices, to pre 
" judice them OT it, and to divert them = 


- from it. 


ACCORDINGLY T make no 5 Doubt but 
that many of you, and eſpecially Young Per- 5 
0 ons, have experienced this. Vou have found, 

that when you firſt began to be ſenſible you 
were in a loft and miſerable State; when 


you began firſt to hearken to the Tidings of 


Deliverance by Chriſt, and to enquire into FRY 


: the Way of Salvation exhibited in the G0, 


5 fel; many Circumſtances aroſe to zake of 


your Attention from them. You found Satan 
8 endeavouring to feal, away the Good Seed our 
of your Hearts, leſt you ſhould believe and be 
ſaved '; and joining the Efforts of various of 
e Inſtruments, to allure, or to terriſy you 
From Religion. To what then will you aſcribe 

l, that you have been able to break through 


all theſe Snares? To what will you aſcribe it, 


that when you had perhaps laboured to \ fie f 
Convictions in your own Hearts, they have 
returned upon you with greater Power than 
before? and though you have endeavoured 
all you could to /t them off, yet you have 
found them every where purſuing you ; keep- 
ing your Eyes from Sleep during the Watches 
of the Night, or breaking in upon you i” 


| the Morning with the e Light; 


: Loks vii. 12. | 


EE follow- 7 


- x — 2 464 " «ks —— 
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following you perh ps, into thoſe Scenes of 
Boles, or of vain Converſatiop, to which 
you have fed as a Refuge from them? You 
muſt und. obtedly aſer ibe it to the GOD of 
72 Spirits oj 6757 Freſh, that you have thus 


been taus ht to conſrcer * ay ( 9k, and that 


gre: Spirizehs ve been {0 GEL] dy mmf refs d with 
cc, which Miuttitud.s 5 hom the World 


reckons among the 20% of Mankind, are 


entirely thouohtleſs abox ut, and wh ich per- 


- 15 Cap 5 were once among the 


2 41 Tir may be fi irther called 7h- 
12685 ft of GOD, a as „ it is He that con- 
* gers the Nap al Av erfion, which 

„ there is in Mens Hearts to the C 6 
gel. Method of Solvatian, RT it 


comes to be underſtood and 33 5 
"8 hended,” y 


Tris T Method | 15 ſo wiſe, fo rational, and 2 
ſo gracious, that one TE imaginc, every 
Rea ſonable Creature ſhould embrace it with 
D. elight. Yet the degenerate Heart of Man 
lere its firongeſt Objections againſt it, from 
hee Things which are really its greateſt ” 

Glory. 

5 Is is the Way of Hum lity, and Fo A 

11 6: And a Haug and licentious Heart, 
riſes 

E Hag. i. 5. 


SK. II. 75 the 22 Yay of Satvation. | 41 


riſes againſt it, in each of theſe Views. To mo 
be ſtrip'd of all the Pride of Human Nature, 

to ſtand gail and helpleſs before Gop, and a 

e ee entire Renunciation of all Self- Depen- 
—_— to 8 Righteouſneſs and Strength | in 
another, is, to Spirits naturally fo arrogant 

as ours, 5 1 ard Sqying ſcarcely to be borne: >. 


To give up our own Ie, to be check'd 


and controlled in all Things by the Divine 
Authority, to engage in an habitual Courſe 
| of 9/ f Denial, to crucify the Fleſh wth its - 
Aſßections and Lifts), 1s hard indeed. No 
Wonder therefore, if we are taught 1 in Scrip- ” 
: "oF to ackno! vlcdoe the. Agency and Inter- 
tion of a Divine Hund, when this is 
5 wrought in us; when we not only feel ſome 
| Tendency of 8001 towards it, ſome tranſient 
and inc ffectus 1 Pur Foſe, but when a perma- 
nen Principle of this Kind is implanted 
n Our Hearts, 0 that our Lives are go- 
verned by it. Hence the Scripture ſpeaks ; 


of thoſe, to whom it 15 given, not merely 


0 hear of Chriſt, but 70 believe in him m, 
and pathetically deſcribes the exceeding Great. 
neſs of his Power to us-ward who believe, as 
. an Ene gy of mighty Power, like that which | 
u ought 7m. Chriſt when GOD D raiſed him 
from the Dead: When he lay a cold Corpſe 
in the Grave, his Blood drain'd out, and his 
Side ' pierced t to the very Heart, think of that 
mighty 
"TO 2 Phil, j. 29. * Eph, i. 29, 20. | 


* IRE 
— . 
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mighty Energy which then reanimated your | 

Lord; and you ſee an Emblem of that, which 
raiſes us to a Divine Life, and enables us to 
act that Lie, in Faith on a crucified and a 
riſen Redeemer. Thus, as it is faid in one 

Place, that GOD gave to the Gentiles Re- 


pbentance unto Life o; it is alſo ſaid in another, 


that „e purified their Hearts by Faith; ; plain- , 
ly implying, that there is in both % Tnterpo- 


tion of Divine Power, Now certainly, if 
he implants /s Principle in our Hearts, that 
Salvation which he has connected with it, 
muſt be entirely of Grace : Which will fur- 
EY ther. po, if we conſider, 


8 cc 7 is GOD, who carries on 
this bleſſed Work, and maintains this 
CTY Divine Principle.” 


1 ” through much Tribulation and Dian- 


ger, thro much Oppoſition and Difficulty, 
that The Chriſtran muſt enter into the Kingdom 
of G0 Da. When he begins to ſer Sail 


Heaven-ward, the Prince of the Power of the 


Air endeavours to raiſe thoſe Storms, which 


ſhall, if poſſible, oblige him to make Ship- 


FS wack of . Faith, and of a good Conſcience” + 
a Nevertheleſs he muſt endure to the End, or 
he cannot be ſaved l. And how is he en- 


abled 


5 Acts Xi. 18. P Acts XV. 9. 4 Acts xiv, 22, 
Tun. 19.4 Mate, . 


Ser. II. maintains Faith in the Soul. 43 

abled thus to perſevere : ? Surely | it is through 

the continued. Communications of Divine 
Grace to him; or as the Apoſtle with admi- 

_ rable Propriety expreſſes it, He obtains Mercy 
of the Lord to be faithful * {Tis by this 
Means that he obtains 2% Victory : And while 

he overcomes the World, and conquers the re- 
znaining Corruptions of his Heart, he muſt 


ſtill humbly own, that in the one, and the 


other Inſtance, he is more than a Conguerbur 5 
through him that loved him u. In ſhort, he 
will be ready to acknowledge, that having 5 
obtained Help of GOD, he continues to this 
Day”; and will mark out, as it were, the 
ſeveral Stagen of his Journey, by eredting at 
the End of each @ Stone of Remembrance 
aand Thankfulneſs, and ſaying, Hitherto the —— 
Lord has woah ee f 


Ax now, my eie you may ſee the 
Evidence of this oreat Truth, that by Grace 


ave are ſaved through Faith, appearing in its 


compleat Light: And permit me once more 
to repeat the Summary of the whole Argu- 
ment, that it may be more deeply, and more 
diſtinctly, impreſs'd upon your Minds. _ 
How much ſoever Faith may be ſuppoſed 

to be o own unaſſiſted A@F, ſo far as the 
At of any Creature is + wn Ned, it could 


_ make 5 


t x Cor. Vil. 25. -v Wan viii, 37. ” Acts 5 
15 ark. 22. | 8 i Sam. vii. 12. | e 
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make 0 Alonement to the injured Fuſtice of 
Gop,- —and much leis confer any Obligation 
upon him to e on us Efernal L. fe ;—nor 
had there been any Room to mention it at all in 
the whole Affair, if GOD had not contriv . 
ſuch a SL ictLod 'of Salvation, and done that to 
effec it winch none but himſelf could 
do: — Mach more will it appear to be of 
Grace, when we add, that Faith itſelt 7 45 
the Gift of GOD, —as he revedls the great 
; Objctts of it ;— as he brings the Mind to 
en. to them: as he ue the Natural. 
© on of the Heart to che - Gaſtel NM. thed 
of Sat vation ; and carries on the Work of 
Faith in the Soul, till it ends in C0112 pier 
Salvation. It now remains, - 


IV. Tu AT T adi with ſome ob- 
wont but uſeful, Tnferences: from the 
whole. 4 25 


| An p here now, | if it is by Grace that 
we are javed th rough; Faith, then certainly 
we may infer from: hence, —that we have 
20 Reaſon to glory but (hould be thankful 
for the Grace by eh Wwe are ſaved ;—that _ 
we muſt wholly be do Excuſe, if we 
neglect this Method of Sakoation ;— that we 
ſhould labour therefore, that our Faith may 
be increaſed and flrength ed; — that even 
the e. have Encouragement to feek, and 

es 


87 R. 11. 4 how's 10  Reafo 70 gh 5 


to þ ohe for Salvation in this Way; — and 
finally, that we ſhould take great Heed, that 
we do not bring a Repreach, upon this Doc- 

trine by an regular and licentious Be- 


5 ba ae. 


I; Ie Ie are re ford d by Grace through Faith; : 
then it is certain, that Gs we have, 29 


2 ee to glory.“ 


"Po: it were pole . 00 ond per- 
form the mot compleat and perfect Ole- 
dlience, and fo were juſtified by Works, it 


"IN but only in a limited Senſe. he would 8 


have any Thing of which 10 glory b fore 


60D; ſince even he muſt acknowledge, ns 
that it is GOD who works in i 1m, both to 
oil, and to do? and by his gracious Iniiu- 

ences renders him capable of both :  How- 

ever he, in ſuch a Caſe, may in ſome Mea- 


ſure gbry, that Je hos nr his be ff, 
that his Behaviour has all that Merit, c all 


that Excellence, which the Bek: widr of . 
Creature in his Circ umfſtances could poſit l 85 


have. But when the Uncodly are juſtified ® 


Jt Je uιν 5 


when we who have been 7, Franke ers in 
en Thonſan id aggravated Inttances are 
Jens Grace through Fai 40, of what ſhall 


3 175 Shall any of us glory, that we 
are Fe d by onather, when even our receiv 


” „ Phil. fl. 13. Rem, I, ©. + 


ang 


ne 


"- 

| 
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"20 | We foould bleſs GOD fr $8, It. 9 85 
ing that other is what GOD hath brought us 
to by the renewing and ſanctifying Influences = 
of his Grace upon our Hearts? When we 

had corrupted and undone ourſelves, and 

were under a Sentence of Condemnation and 
Wrath, we have embraced the Goſpel, that i, 
we have accepted the Riches of the Divine 


L iberality and Goodneſs exhibited in it: 
But ſhall @ Beggar glory, in having ſtretched 


out his Hand to receive an Alms 2 eſpecially 

if it were given him by a generous and ſkill- 
ful Phy/ician, who before he beſtowed that 
Ams, had cured him of a Diſeaſe, by which 


that very Hand, now ſtretched out to him, 


had been bennmb'd and difabled ? Let us 
rather enter into that juſt and amiable Rea- 


ſoning of the Apoſtle Paul, and fay as he 


does, Of him, i.e. of Gop, are we in Chriſt 
5 eſis, EY of GOD is made unto us Wiſdom, 


and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, and 
Redemption : Let no Fleſh therefore glory i in 
His Preſence; but he that glories, let him © 
5 ny in the Lords. : And this leads me to infer, ; 


2. n AT we have a great deal of 1 | 
* be thankful, and to adore the 


ce © Grace by + which We are Javed,” 


- 1 it is CO who 1 the Light 8 
tw ſhine out of Darkneſs, that has ſhined in 


Our 


»% 2 
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our Hearts, to give us the Light of the; 
1 Knowledge of the Glory of GOD in the Face 
IT of Jeſus Chriſt e, let us bleſs the Lord who has 
Ba ſhewed us this Light, and with a chearful _ 
1 Gratitude let us bind the Sacrifice as it were 
T1 with Cords unto the Horns of the Altar ©. 

Let us bleſs the GOD and Father of our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Mercies, and the | 


GOD of all Comfort, who has 22 us 


with all Spiritual Bleſſmgs i in Heavenly Things 
in Chriſt ; according as he has choſen us in hint 


IT before the Foundation of” the World, that We Te 
7 © /ould be holy and without Blame before him n 
Tove e. Iwouldcall upon you this Day to 

do it; to join with me, and with each other, 
in it. Praiſe the Lord all ye his Saints ; be T1 
thankful unto him, and bleſs his Name fs. 

| Praiſe him, who graciouſly purpoſed your Sal- 
vation, and hredeſtinated you to the Adoption 

= of Children by Teſus Chriſt unto himſelfs? 

J Praiſe him, who render'd this Purpoſe effec- 

TT tual, and wrought it out by a high Hand and 
outftretched Arm! Praiſe him, who gave his 
own Son to be a Sacrifice for you, and to 
bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs ® ! Praiſe 
him, who ſent hrs Spirit, as the great Agent 
in his Son's Kingdom, to bring the Hearts 

of Sinners to a . to the TT? and 


gently . 


„ 2 Cor. iv. 6. 3 8 Pal. cxviil. 27. 5 1 18. 
„ „ en 36.4 Pal. ©, 4. * Eph, 


„ h Dan. ix. 24. 
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rently. to captivate them to the Obedience of « 
Faith! Praiſe him, who has revealed - this 
- glorious Goſpel to you, at fo great a Diſtance 
of Time and Place ! Praiſe him, who has 
impreſs'd your Hearts with a Diſpoti- | 
ion tO regard it! Praiſe him who bas ſub- 
dued your Prejudices againſt it! Praiſe him, 
who having zmplanted Faith in your Souls, 
continues even to this Day to animate and 
OO fſufport it —“Let all Ranks and Ages join in 
this chearful Song! Prai/e ys the Lord, ym KB 
that are Rich in Temporal Pcſſefſions, if you : 
have been enabled to renounce the Weorld as 
your Portion, and to 7r:1mph over it by this 
Divine Principle! Praiſe him, you that are 
poor in this World, if you are rich in Faith, 
and Heirs of the Kingdom which GOD has 
promiſed to them that love him ] Praiſe bim, 
you that are chearful and wigorous, and ca- 
pable of randeiing him that active Service, 
which may ſpeak the Gratitude of your 
Hearts towards him ! Pr aife him, you that 
are weak and languiſhing, fince bis Strength 
s made perfect in your Weakneſs *, and ybur 
RM _ r:irmites illuſtrate the Force of that Faith, 
| which he has wrought in you ! Praiſe him, 
ye Vouths, who with this Guide and Com: 
panes of your Way, are ſetting forth in 
the Journey of Life with Courage, and 1. 
ing up 1 your Feet in his Paths! Praiſe him, 


| Ve 


i Tam; 11. 5. k 2 Cor, xii. 9. 


= Bu th, in the Salvation of your Souls — Begin 


Sxk. II. 70 to praiſe him for bis Grace. $9 
ye Aged Saints, who ſtand on the Borders 


of Eternity, and live in a daily Expecta- 
tion, that you ſhall receive the End of your 


that Work now, in which you are all ſo 


ſoon to join Break forth into one Joyful An- 


them, and fing, © Not unto us, O Lord, 


not unto us , but to thy Name be all the 


cc 


| cc 


already begun in our Souls, and which 
= thy Faithfulneſs has engaged to com- 
_ : > os " 


* 


Praiſe of chat Salvation, which thou haſt 


35 17 0 We are ſav d by Grace Hrough K Faith, 5 


then certainly © they who neglect ſuch 8 
a Method of Satvation, are N LY 


cc ' inexcuſable.” 


To be not only acliver'd from Everlaſt- 
ing Condemnation and Ruin, but raiſed to 


the Preſence and En Fee of Gop above, £ 


. 38-10: glorious an Exchange, ſo important 4 
Prize, that it would be worth while to 


ſecure it at any imaginable Rate, whatever 


Was to be reſigned, whatever to be endured 
for it. But it is certain, that the more 
i gracious the Propoſal and Offer i is, the baſer 


and more criminal will the Refuſal be. Had 


: Um e hard Matter been propoſed, ſhould We 
not have done it ? and how much rather, when 7 


8 I Pet, OF: OR... Pla. cxv. 1. 


E Do the 


50 Such arewithout Excuſe, as | Sk. * f 
the Divine Oracle only ſays, Waſh and be | 


| clean v? Believe in the Lord Teſus Chrift, and 


| thou halt be ſaved ®—To you, my Brethren, 15 | 
even to all that hear me this Day, zs he Word = 


of this Salvation ſent, and brought? : Let me 
addreſs you therefore in the Language of the 

Apoſtle, and ſay, Take heed that you receive 
not the Grace of GOD in vain ; and let me 


add, Bebold, now 1s the accepted Time ; 3 * 
bold, now is the Day of Salvation Dare 


| not to triffte | in a Buſineſs of ſuch Conſe- 
quence ; leſt if you ſhould negleft it even 
till 70 Morrow, there ſhould be no Room to 


repcat that Declaration then, That GOD 1 


© Hhould ever offer Salvation at all, and eſpe- 


” | cially in Juch a Method, is aſtoniſhing Con- 


 deſcenſion and Love : And every Inſtance in 
which that Offer is renew'd, is a renewed 
Miracle of Mercy. But the Day of the Divine 


Patience has its Limits; and if you trie 


5 beyond thoſe Limits, and know not that the 


Goodneſs and Long-Suffering of GOD lad 
1% Repentance, this injur'd. Mercy will plead 
_ againſt you, and it will appear you have | 


7 treaſured up to yourſekves Wrath againſt the 


Day of Wrath and Revelation of the righteous : 
3 Ae of GOD”. 


Fe Ir we are ſaw 4 frm Rath, then 5 
ee t we ſhould. labour, that this 


« bleed |} 


42 Kings e SST, "Alc xvi. 31. 9 Þ Acts 
Kili. 20. a 2 Cor. vi, LED _— "ons —— 


SER. II. zeglect this Way of Salvation. . ö 
e blefſed ea * be Prengthened ED 


OT. in our Souls.“ 


5 Tun greater Evidence. we law of the 


F Sincerity of our Faith, the greater Aſſurance TE 
may we juſtly have of our: eren in he 
S ꝙfpel-Salvation; and the ftronger our Faith 
Iz, the clearer will the Evidence of its Truth 
be. Let us therefore emulate the Character 


of our Father Abraham, and make it our 
Care, like him, to be erung i n Faith, thereby 


| giving Ghry 70 G OD .— T0 this Purpcſe 8 
let me addreſs you, my Chri/tian Brethr: n, 


to be diligent and ſerious in attending the b 


1 Ordinances of Divine Inſtitution, and eſpe= i 


cially that of Hearing the Ward; for as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, Faith comes by bearing, and 


; hearing by the Werd of GO De. "And: it is 


certain, the better we are acquainted with PO 


8 the Word of GOD, the more ſhall we trace 


of its Evidence; and it 1s probable, we ſhall 
alſo feel fo much the more of its Energr, 


__. awakening and confirming thoſe internal 


0 Acts of Faith, which it is our Duty with 


increaſing Vigour daily to renew: And I. 


doubt not, but the Experzence of many . 


hear me, atteſts the Reaſonableneſs of this 
Addreſs. —Let me alſo exhort you, to ſeek 


after greater Strength of Faith by fervent 


: 1 to Gop in Prayer 3 as the Di 


1 Copies 5 


: Rom. i i; 20. © Rom, x. 17. 


— 1 — 
1 
e 1= >} x: 5 He IG 
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52 1 Taler that your . Paith $22, II. 
ciples that came unto Jeſus, and ſaid, Lord, | 
5 increaſe our Faith. Plead, that your Faith; | 
in its Original, and in its Progreſs, is the Work | 
of GOD; and earneſtly intreat, that his 
Work may be per fected v.— And to add Ef- 
f fcacy to all, Labour to the utmoſt to bring 7 
forth the genuine Fruits of true Faith, in all 
the Branches of a Holy Temper, and an Ex- 
emplary Life. Thus ew to all that are 
aabout you your Faith by your Works * ; walk- 
ing worthy of the Vocation wherewith you e, 
called v, worthy of Him that has called you to 
bis Kingdom and Glory *, For in Proportion to 
the Degree with which theſe Fruits appear, 
it will be evident, there is Life at the Root; | 
and you will find, that as the Vigour of out 
Limbs, ſo alſo that of our Virtues and Graces, 
will grow by Uſe and Rene. And i in this 
8 View let me obſerve, 


5. Tu AT if wee are « ſav 4 by Grace through 
Faith, then © there is Encouragement 


c even for the weakeſt Soul, to ſee alice 771 


this e and to Doe it 
. ſhall obtain it. „ 


Give me Leave "a to added meld 


| 2 thoſe, whoſe Hearts are impreſſed with 
their Eternal Concerns, but then feel their 


_ own 


7 Luke xvii, 5. I Theſſ. iii. 10. * James - 


ji, 18, 7 Epheſ, i iv. Je = 1 Theſf. i ii. 12. 


1 857 IL may be increas M and  frengther d. 53 : 
| gown manifold Weakneſs, and perhaps may be ” 
__ diſcouraged ( (as Young Perſons very frequently - 
are,) with obſerving the Difficulty of Religion. 
My Brethren, if your Hopes of Juſtification 
were by the Works of the Law, whether the 
| Ceremonial or the Moral Law, theſe Diſcou- 
ragements were juſt : Since were all the Sins _ 
of your former Life forgiven upon your Re- 
{1 turn to Gop, yet through the Ifirmities of 
1 Human Nature, and the Temptations 25 
Fou would no doubt quickly fall into ſome 
i New Tranſereſſim; and this one, even the 
1 leaſt, would be ſufficient to ruin Hou, and to 
bring you into Condemmation again. But le 
| | Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaks an caſier, and 
more gracious Language, when it fays, Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſiss Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved . You know of whom it was faid, 
— #4 bruiſed Reed will be not break, and ſmoaking . 
Flax will he not quench ® : 9. Why ſnould you 
I not then enter into a Treaty with fo mild, 
po gracious, ſo compaſſionate a Saviour? Z 
| Nay, I will add, Why ſhould you not be :: 
i | ſaved by him ? Are you willing to accept his 
Grace? Methinks, I hear one and another re- 
phy, What do I 22 ſo much, as to accept 
C t? Feeble and guilty : as I am, I would at 
leaſt bow as low as any of thy Servants, 
in a thankful Acknowledgment of the | 
Riches and Freedom of {Tay Grace; and 1 


_ © would. 


A 


76 


cc 


” 


« 


— At xvi, 5 » Matt. xii, 20. 


5 54 Even the TY may Show E R. II. 9 
1 oak aſcribe my Salvation to it in as entire F 
a2 Renunciation of all Self-Dependance, as 


0 © any of them all ſhould do.” And when * | | 


Ne off, ls it 1s neceſſary 1 ſhould aſk, } Are you i 


_ alſo 2 willing to how to is Yoke s 91 rerſuade * | | = 
ſelt, there are thoſe of you, whoſe Conſcience | 
_ anſwers, Lord, I would rate it upon me, 


with a moſt thankful Conſent: 1 defire 
© nothing ſo much, as to ſerve thee; but 


9 1 ſuſpect this treacherous and inconſtant 
e Heart, that 1 is ſo ready to forſale thee.” | 
My Brethren, this Deſi re of ſerving him, if | 


you know what you fay when you expreſs i 
is the Efefot his Grace ; and tis a comfort- 
able Token, that he will give more Grace ©. 


„ EY yourſelves therefore with a chearful 
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b Courage, to oppoſe thoſe Difficulties that lie 


in the Way, and to work out yo OWN Salua- ” 


tion with Hope and Joy, as well as with 
Fear and 7. rembling ; for it is GOD that even 
NOW 25 working in you, both to a0 ill, and to 
do, of his good Pleaſure e; and you have a- 
: bundant Reaſon to hope, "he woull not for 5 
: the Wark if Þ1s 0 own Hands ©. 1 — 


6 Is the Doctrine of Saler by 65 
through Faith be fo Divine and | impor- _ 

tant as we have heard, then © let us 

LL take great Heed, that v we do not bring 
3 3 r 
© James iv. 6. 9 Phil. ii; 12, 13. - <p; N 
cxxxvlii. 8. „%% X(ö . 


SER, II. "hr Sar | in this Way. ol 
«Kg Reproach upon it, by an — 
"06 and hicentious Behaviour.” 


"Ln T the holy Aboſtle, who i is the great 


1 F of this ee be heard as the 


Guardian of its Honour, when he ſays, Shall 
woe continue in Sin, that Grace may abound ? 


| GOD forbid . You plainly fee, that His 


Doctrine, when Scripturally explained as a- 


bove, gives no rational Foundation, no, nor 


| even any plauſible Excuſe, for ſuch an Tofe- 
| rence, however the Corruption of Mens Hearts 
may 7ake Occaſion from it. And it would be 


far more reaſonable, and much leſs detrimental 
to Mankind, to endeavour to root uþ all the 


5 Vines in the World, and deſtroy all the Ani- 


mals intended for Food, becauſe Vine and 

Fleſb are ſometimes the Occaſions and In- 
ſtruments of Luxurious Riot; than to deny 
this important Doctrine, becauſe it may be 
perverted to Purpoſes unfriendly to Practical 

| Religion. But ſec you to it, my Friends, that 


you, if you are perſuaded this is the De#rine. 
of GOD, behave in ſuch a Manner, as to 


thew, that you perceive it to be, what indeed 8 


it is, a Doctrine according fo Godlineſs s. Moe 
10 that Man, by whom, in this Inſtance, the 


U Offence comes! It had been better for him, that 


3 Milſtone were hanged about his Neck, and 


That he Were e drowned in the Depth 75 the Sea 
than 7 
: Nom of 1. 6 I Tim. vi. 3. h Matt. xvili, 6, 5 


- 56 Bring 0 \ Reproach on this Docirine 8 E R. II. 
than that he ſhould occaſion ſuch Diſhonour 


5 5 to Gop, and bring ſuch a Reproach upon his 
Truths and his Ways. And give me Leave to 


fay, there is hardly any Conſideration in the 
World, that ſhould cut deeper into the Heart 
bf the truly Good Man, of one who has taſted 
that the Lord is gracious', and has believed 
through Grace *, than the Reflection of having 


made ſuch unworthy and ungrateful Returns to 


Gop, for that Jingular Mercy which he has 


15 obtained from him, in the Proviſion which 
the Goſpel has made for his Satvation, mn ſo 


Cs . and ſo endearing a Way. 


 LeT me therefore conclude with PE 


i - you in the moſt ſolemn Manner, before GOD. 


. and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and by the Ho- 


nour of that Gofþel you ſo ſtrenuouſſy profeſs, 


that you exerciſe a holy Watchfulneſs over your ; 


 Fhes in this Reſpect. Conſider, my Brethren, 
bow many Eyes are upon you for Evil. Tis 
true indeed, that Charity, that boaſted Name, 
that Divine Principle, would teach Men an- 
other Leſſon; it would teach them to mourn, 
rather than to friumpb, over the Faults of 
them that call themſelves Chri/tians. But 
there is very little of hat to be found; and 
on the contrary, a great Deal of that carnal, 
9 and diabolical Zeal, which rejoices in 
Try”, and takes the greateſt Pleaſure i in 


. 


32 Pet, Il, 3 Acts W d 2 Tim. iv. *” 


oy: | Cor. Xill, 6. 
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E Suk. II. by an irregular Behaviour. 57 
F the Irregularities of thoſe whoſe Failings ; 
ought molt to be lamented ; that is, of thoſe 
who are moſt ſignalized by a Chriſtian Pro- © 


M# n. Remember therefore, and conſider, : 
my Friends, that it would be far better for : 


you to die, than to lay a Stumbling Blick in 


the Way of the Souls of Men; and to give 
them any juſt Cauſe, for repreſenting the 
: Goſpel as A Doctrine of Licentiouſneſs, or 
ſpeaking of Chriſt as the Miniſter of Sin”. 
-Yovu- ſolemnly renounce all Dependance 
upon your own Righteouſneſs before Gor; 
and in profeſſing to do it, and to expect Fal. . 
vation by his Gr ace alone, you do well. But e 
give me Leave to ſay, that if in the mean 
Time you your ſelves are found Sinners, allow- _ 
ing yourſelves habitually in any Thing . 
trary to the Divine Will, the Renunciatiun 
of ſuch a Righteouſneſs as 1s conſiſtent with 
that, will be a very unworthy Kind: of S 
crifice before G OD, and do very little Credit 
to your Profeſſion before. Men. And by theſe 
Declarations, when compared with fo bad a 
Conduct, you will run a great Riſque ß 
bringing your Religious Notions themſelves ns 
into Diſgrace, and will probably build again 
that which you ſeem moſt ſolicitous to a; 
ſtroy. Let it therefore evidently appear.” 
that the Grace of GOD which appears unto = 
all Men, has e cally tanght Fd to ow 
Bo 


all 


— DEI , 


38 Let Grace engage us 75 32430 Life Sex. IT. 


all Un godlineſs and Worldly Luſts, and to : 
live foberly, ri ghteouſly, fa; godly in this pre- 


ent World *. Let the whole World about 
-.- you ſee, that the Divine Goodneſs to you, in 
which you reoice and glory, has had its EH. 
cacy, to purify and humanize your Hearts, to 
fill them with Humility and univerſal Love, - 
and to inſpire them with a moſt friendly, 
| benevolent, generous Care for the Happineſs 
Fall around you, as well as with a generous 
Concern to maße your own Calling and Elec- 
tion ſure b. Nothing will ſo powerfully plead 
Por the Goſpel, as ſuch a Care to adorn it, 
and to ſeek that SALVATION which is en- 
| tirely or Grace, through Sancti fication 
of the POR as well as the OT of the 
Ta. : 2 
5 0 Tit. ii. 11, 12. 22 1 10. 22 Theſl. 
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